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DETAILED ACTION 



New Art Unit 



1 . Please include the new Art Unit 2621 in the caption or heading of any written or 
facsimile communication submitted after this Office Action because the examiner, who 
was assigned to Art Unit 2616, will be assigned to new Art Unit 2621 . Your cooperation 
in this matter will assist in the timely processing of the submission and is appreciated by 
the Office. 



2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 



3. Claims 2^3, and^H* are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. In particular, claim 2 describes storing the actual time of the portable 
information terminal on the memory card, and using that stored time to update the 
television program recording device. Memory cards, as understood by those of skill in 
the art, are static storage devices, and therefore the time stored on the card would be a 
static value and useless for updating a dynamically changing value like the time of day. 
In order to have value in updating the television program recording device, the memory 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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card would have to include a time-of-day clock itself, which is neither known in the prior 
art nor disclosed in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 , 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nakajima et al (6,556,768). 

Regarding claim 1, Nakajima et al disclose a television program recording 
method comprising: using a portable information terminal for obtaining television 
program reservation information (Col 11, lines 27-30 "a reader/writer 21... is connected 
to a personal computer... allowing the PC61 to... write data... to a memory card 1 
mounted on a cassette") from an Internet, an electronic mail or directly entered by a 
user (Col 21 , lines 46-47 "a video-recording reservation etc. is made by the user by 
utilizing a screen such as the EPG"), recording the television program reservation 
information on a memory card inserted in the portable information terminal (Col 1 1 , lines 
27-30 "a reader/writer 21 ...is connected to a personal computer... allowing the PC61 
to... write data... to a memory card 1 mounted on a cassette"); and 

• using a television program recording device having a card slot for loading the 
memory card with information recorded by the portable information terminal, 
wherein the device automatically recognizes the insertion of the memory card 
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(Col 12, lines 45-49 "Informed by the signal from the switch 94 that a cassette 
100 has been inserted into the compartment 93, the microcomputer 95 
operates the antenna 22-1 to establish communication with the cassette 100 
inserted into the compartment 93 through the antenna 22-1 "), analyzes the 
information written on the memory card, and, if the information contains the 
television program reservation information, sets a timer to one of starting 
times of the television program reservation information, which is nearest to 
the actual time, to record the timer set program (Col 15, lines 39-43 "If the 
information on a timer-based video-recording reservation is found valid, the 
microcomputer 95 sets the information in a timer circuit not shown in the 
figure, putting the VTR 41 in a video-recording reservation state"). 
Regarding claim 5, Nakajima et al disclose a television program recording 
device comprising a card slot for inserting a memory card with television program 
reservation information written thereon by a portable information terminal (Col 11, lines 
27-30 "a reader/writer 21 ...is connected to a personal computer... allowing the PC61 
to... write data... to a memory card 1 mounted on a cassette"), 

• a means for automatically recognizing the insertion of the memory card into 
the card slot and analyzing the information written on the memory card (Col 
12, lines 45-49 "Informed by the signal from the switch 94 that a cassette 100 
has been inserted into the compartment 93, the microcomputer 95 operates 
the antenna 22-1 to establish communication with the cassette 100 inserted 
into the compartment 93 through the antenna 22-1"), 
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• a means for setting a timer to one of start times of the television program 
reservation information, said time being closest to the actual time based on 
the analysis of the information written on the memory card, and a means for 
recording the timer set television program on the inserted memory card at the 
time set on the timer (Col 15, lines 36-43 "The microcomputer 95 employed in 
the VTR 41 reads in the information on a timer-based video-recording 
reservation through the reader/writer 21, comparing the information with the 
present time and date. If the information on a timer-based video-recording 
reservation is found valid, the microcomputer 95 sets the information in a 
timer circuit not shown in the figure, putting the VTR 41 in a video-recording 
reservation state"). 

Regarding claim 7, Nakajima et al disclose a television program recording 
device, wherein a display portion is provided for automatically displaying the actual time 
and timer setting information containing date, hour and minute information, and program 
title information on completion of the timer setting (Col 1 1 , lines 1-3 "The data read out 
from the memory card 1 is then supplied to the television receiver 42 to be displayed on 
a screen thereof). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 3/1,4/1, 6 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakajima et al as applied to claims above, and further in view of 
Suzuki (6,871,009). 

Regarding claim 3/1, Nakajima et al disclose recording several items of data on 
a memory card (Col 13, lines 23-26 "the storage area of the memory card 1 comprises a 
card data area, a video-recording-reservation data area, a program-reproduction data 
area and an event data area" and Col 11, lines 27-30 "a reader/writer... is connected to 
a personal computer... allowing the PC61 to read out... data from... a memory card 1 
mounted on a cassette 100"), but record television programs on a separate storage 
device attached to the memory card. 

Suzuki teaches a television program reproducing method capable of reproducing 
a television program recorded on the memory card (Col 1 7, lines 45-46 "A desired 
image can be selected and displayed in a large size on the TV 4, or a slide show in 
which multiple images are sequentially displayed can be enjoyed" and Col 1 1 , lines 48- 
52 "To reproduce sounds, the CPU 5 outputs a signal 18 having already been converted 
from digital form to analog form, and the signal 18 can be listened to as an audio signal 
20 through the TV 4"). 

As suggested by Nakajima and taught by Suzuki, playback of sequential images 
with sound from a memory card is well known and commercially available, providing the 
user with a means of watching a television program of his or her choosing at a time also 
of his or her choosing. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Nakajima et al to include playback of video material from 
the memory card. 

Regarding claim 4/1, Nakajima et al disclose a portable information terminal, 
comprising a means for writing television reservation program information on a memory 
card (Col 1 1 , lines 27-30 "a reader/writer 21 ...is connected to a personal 
computer... allowing the PC61 to... write data... to a memory card 1 mounted on a 
cassette"), said information obtained from an Internet or an electronic mail or directly 
entered by a user (Col 21, lines 46-47 "a video-recording reservation etc. is made by the 
user by utilizing a screen such as the EPG"), and a means for reproducing a television 
program (Col 11, lines 27-30 "a reader/writer... is connected to a personal 
computer... allowing the PC61 to read out... data from... a memory card 1 mounted on a 
cassette 100"), which has been recorded on the memory card by a television program 
recording device (Col 13, lines 23-26 "the storage area of the memory card 1 comprises 
a card data area, a video-recording-reservation data area, a program-reproduction data 
area and an event data area"). 

Regarding claim 6 and 8-12, Nakajima et al suggest a television program 
recording device, wherein LED indicators are provided and light to indicate various 
status conditions of the recorder (Fig. 4, VTR 41 ), but does not explicitly disclose 
flashing those indicators during specific conditions. 

Suzuki teaches the use of a steady light to indicate a valid status and a flashing 
light to indicate an error status (Col 12, lines 33-34 "a built-in LED 40 which is lighted 
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when a main poser is inputted" and Col 13, lines 3-5 "If there is some error during the 
process, or if a user is required to execute some process, a message LED 43 is flashed 
on and off'). 

As suggested by Nakajima et al and taught by Suzuki, the use of LEDs to 
indicate various status conditions is well known and widely used. Further, the examiner 
takes official notice that the use of steady and flashing LEDs to indicate various status 
conditions or operations is notoriously well known, and any specific use thereof is a 
design choice and not deemed patentably distinct. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Nakajima et al in order to provide LED indications, either 
steady or flashing, to inform the user of various status conditions or operations. 

Further regarding claim 8, Nakajima et al disclose a television program 
recording device, wherein; 

• when the actual time coincides with the time set on the timer, starts recording 
a reserved television program (Fig. 15, step S15 "Wait for the reserved video 
recording"), 

• clears off the timer setting information on the display portion (Fig. 1 5, step S1 3 
"Is the program data valid?"), 

• informs the completion of recording the program (Col 16, lines 6-16 disclose 
the recording length, which informs the recorder of the end of the recording), 
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• examines whether another program reservation information, and, if the 

information is found, sets the timer to the program start time (Fig 15, step S15 
"Wait for the reserved video recording"). 

Nakajima discloses recording a reserved television program on an 
integrated multiple media storage device (), but does not specifically disclose the 
storage of video on a memory card. 

Suzuki teaches the recording of image sequences and audio on a solid 
state memory card (). 

As suggested by Nakajima and taught by Suzuki, recording of video on 
memory cards is a well known and commercially available, providing the user 
with a means of watching a television program of his or her choosing at a time 
also of his or her choosing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Nakajima et al to include playback of video 
material from the memory card. 

Further regarding claim 9, Nakajima et al disclose a television program 
recording device, wherein in the event of prohibiting recording on the memory card or in 
the event of shortage in capacity of the memory card while recording the program 
thereon, the device stops the recording (Col 15, lines 54-55 "Information on protection 
[RP] indicating whether or not a write operation is inhibited"). 
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Further regarding claim 10, Nakajima et al are silent regarding the event of 
absence of an input image at the beginning or in the course of recording the reserved 
program. 

The Examiner takes official notice that the absence of a signal to record is a 
notoriously well known reason for failure to record a signal, being a failure mode 
preventing the recording of a desired program signal by the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Nakajima to include cessation or suspension of recording 
in the case of a loss of input signal. 

Regarding claim 12, Nakajima et al are silent regarding the event of removal of 
the memory card from the card slot during the recording operation. 

The Examiner takes official notice that the removal of a recording medium from a 
recording device is a notoriously well known reason for failure to record a program, 
being a failure mode preventing the recording of a desired program signal by the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Nakajima et al in order to cancel recording of a program 
upon the removal of the recording medium. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Fletcher whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7377. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:45-5:45 M-Th, first Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JAF 

1 6 August 2006 



